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The history of Rajasthan is written in the 
heroic deeds of her men and women. Tradi- 
tional ballads as well as modern text-books 
have made some of them well-known. 
Many however have remained litile-known 
though they were no less valorous;TARABAI 
for instance. 


A Chauhan by birth, she proved that a 
daughter could be as valiant as a son. She 
was instrumental in restoring her father a 
usurped estates to him. She fought by her 
husband as he rode forth to quell a 
treacherous attack on her father-in-law, 
Rana Raimal. 

Her husband, Prithiviraj, was no less a 
personality. He was the younger brother oÍ 
the famous Rana Sanga. Had his life not 
been treacherously shortened by his 
brother-in-law, he would have enjoyed 
today as important a place as is accorded 
to Kana Sanga in Rajpul history. 


The story, as narrated in this book, is based - 
on Col. Tod's "Annals and Antiquities of 
Rajasthan”. There is divergence oÍ opinion 
however, regarding the facta oí the story. 
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RAI SURTAN, THE RAUPUT CHIEFTAIN DF BAPNOR 
WAS ORIGINALLY FROM THOPA. BUT HE HAD BEEN 
OVERCOME BY INVAPING AFOHANS ANP HAD BEEN 
FORCEP TO LEAVE THE HOME OF HIS FOREFATHERA 


HE HAD MOVED TO BAPNOE, 
AT THE FOOT OF THE 

ARAVALL] RANGE, WITHIN 
THE BORKPERS OF MEWAR. 


AS SHE GREW UP, KA! SURTAN DETEN TOLP HER 
| H 
| STORIES OF THEIR HOME IN THOPA AND OF THE TIESTO A 
AFGHAN ATROCITIES. — E BACK FROM THE AFGHANS / 


BUT HAVE FAILER. 


OM FATHER! HOW | 
WISH | WERE A BOY. | 
WOULP MOUNT A HORSE, 
BRANPISH MY SWORE, AND 
WIN BAGK OUR LOST 
KINGDOM. 


YOU ARE AS 600P 
AS ANY S0M.1 WILL 
TEAIN YOU IN ALL THE 
MANLY PUESUITS! 


RAI SURTAN WAS PROUD OF HER SPIRIT O 


SOME PAY YOU WHLL 
HELP ME WIN THOBA BACK 

| FROM THE INVADERS. ! KNOW 
vob! WILL. 


. SHE COULD SH00T. 
STRAIGHT AT HER 
TARGET, 


ANP RAL SURTAN OBSERVED 

WITH PRIPE THE PROGRESS OF 

HER TRAININE. e 
Ea qa ! 

TARA EROWS »: e 

STRONSER ANE AS 

MORE BEnU- | E = 

TIEUE EMEM |) 

BAR. 
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HER TRAINING IN 
HOUSEVOLO PUTIES 
WAS NOT NEGLECTED bj 
EITHER. p 
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<00N TARABAL WAS EASILY THE MOST 
ACCOMPLISHER GIRL IN ALL MEWAR. 


TARA 15 NOW STRONG 
ENOUGH TO STANÊ TRE 
TEIALS 0F CAMPASM 
IRiLL MARÉ ONE 
MORE ATTEMPT ON 


HE CALLED | 7 

ar TO NIM. TARA, PREPARE FOR | 
TARABAI TO HIN BATTLE. WE SHALL MARCH 
INTO THOPA. 


CAM HARPLY WAIT a 
TO LEAVE, FATHER. 
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|... BUT THEY WERE GREATLY 
OUTNUMBERED. 
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NO! NEVER! INSTEAR 


WE HAVE FAILED, | LET US GATHER FRESH TEDOPS 
BUT WE MUST ANP INTENSIFY THE 
NOT LOSE HOPE. TEAINIMG OF OUR OLD HANP4. 


WHILE RAI SURTAN BUSIEP HIMSELF IN RECRUITING MORE 
TRODPS, TARABAI TRAINEP THE RS. 2 e 


E 
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| JAIMAL, THE THIRP SON OF THE RANA 
DE MEWAR, PECIPER TO WIN HER FOR 
HIMSELF. 


MEANWHILE THE FAME DF TARABAIS | 
EFAUTE ANP TALENTSE REACHEP 
MEIWAR. 
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[SHALL GO TO | 
mesmas, GADNOR AND MAKE 
» TARABAI MY OWN. 
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HAVE YOU 
HEARD 2 TARABAI, 
KAL SURTAN" 5 
DAUGHTER HAS 
PERSONALLY 
UNDERTAKEN THE 
TRAINING OF HIS 

CAVALRY-MEN, 


IT IG 
f PIFEICULT TO 
IMAGINE HOW ONE 
50 FAIR COULP YET 
BE 50 STRONG! 
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AT BAPNOR— 


JAIMAL OF MENAR E 
WHAT MAY YOU 
WANT OF UST 


| HAVE COME TO WIN 
THE HANP OF THE FAIR 
TARABAI. 


BUT JAIMAL HAD NO INTENTION OF 
POING SO IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. 


REPEEM THE CITY OF 
THOPA ANP | SHALL 
BE YOURS. 


THE CONPITION 
SHALL BE FULFILLEP 
WITH EASE,FAIR 
PRINCESS. 


SHE 15 EVEN 
MORE BEAUTIFUL 
THAN | IMAGINED. E 

ICouLE Pass My PLS) (o) (e 
| PAYS JUST FEAST-| 


ING MY ErES 
ON HER. 


UNFORTUNATELY HIS INTENTIONS 
WERE NOT HONOURABLE. ONE PAY — 


| HE MADE NO ATTEMPT TO RALLY 
| HI5 TRÕOPS. INSTEAP— 
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NO, SIR, YOU MUST 
NOT PROCEED FURTHER, 
THOSE ARE MY 


THOPA CAN WAIT. IFILL pe EE 
| MISTRESS'S APARTMENTS. 


LINGER ON AT RA! e il 
SURTANS. PLL MARE 
TARABA! MINE 
BEFORE | REPEEM 
THOPA. 


E | 
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É RAI SURTAN, HEARING THE MAIP 
SCREAM, RUSHEP TO THE SPOT. 
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| WH-WHATS 
THE MATTERE | 
WHY FIP YOU 


| MISTRESS... 
JAIMAL. 


SHAME! 
ANP YOU, THE SON] 
DF RANA 


EAIMAL! 


THE NEWS OF JAIMAL'S PEATH S00N 
REACHEP THE EARS OF THE EANA. 


MASTER, 
EAl SURTAN HAS 
EILLEP JAIMAL. 
|SHALL WE PREPARE 
FOR EATTLE ANP 
RAZE BAPNOR TO 
THE GROUND 2 


É HE'S.DEADI | 


F 
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NO! JAIMAL PAREP TO INSULT 
HI& HOST; ENDANGER THE HONOUE 
DF HI5 PAUGBHTER. THAT TOO, WHEN 
RAI SURTAN |> ALREAPY IN 
o  PISTRESS. HE PESERVEP TO PIEI 


=TE 


PRITHVIRAS, THE RANA?5 SECOND SON, | “| THE RANA 
| TURNED TO THE RANA. | | WAS OVERJOVED. | 


Go,My sont. 

PROVE THAT g 
NOT ALL THESE 
50N5 DF MENA a 


LET ME HELP 
THE PISTRESSER 
FATHER ANP 
WIN THE FAIR 
TARABAI. 


AT BAPNOR, TARÁBA! LAIP | 


THE SAME CONDITION 
BEFORE PRITHVIRAU. 


PP” WILL RESTORE * 

THOPA TO YOUR 
FATHER OR | AM 
NO TRUE 
RA PUT. 


REPEEM THOPA 
AND | AM YOURS. 
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Pis WITH ALL MY 
HEART THAT FOU PO. 
| WOULP EATHER BE 
FOUR BRIPE THAN 
ANYONE ELSE'S. 


PRITHVIRAU 

| WASTER NO TIME | PLAN TO 

IN RALLFINO ATTACK THOPA 
AROUND HIM AT THE TIME 
FIFE HUNDRED OF THE MUHARRAM 
DE HIS BEST FESTIVAL. 

| CAVALEY-MEN, 


LESS 

= Rr THE AFGHANS WILL 

- BE ENGROSSEP IN THE 

FESTIVITIES.THEY WILL BE 
OFF THEIR GUARP. 
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PLL COME 


- WITH YOU. 
COME IF YOU MUST, 


FAIR PRINCESS. 
THOUGH [PP RATHER 
YOUR FEECIOUS LIFE 
WERE NOT ENPANGEREP. 


ON THE PAF OF MUHARRAM-— 


TT Amro 


dedão PRP, uq dj E A 


E 
 TARABAIYOU, ANDONE |] 
CAVALRY-MAN RIDE WITH ME. / 


pr 


[ruer LEFT THE CAVALCADE AND JOINED THE PROCESS 


/ WE WILL S00N PASS UNDER 
THE BALCONY OF THE ROOMIN | 
WHICH THEIR CHIEF I& PRESSINO, 

E BE ALERT. 
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AS THE PROCESSION PROCEEDED, THE CHIEF 
| CAME OUT ON THE BALCONY. 


WHO ARE 
THOSE 

STRANGE 

HORSEMEN 


BEFORE HE COULD RAISE HIMSELE, AN 
ARROW FROM TARABAÉ BOW. ++ 
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WHILE THE PANIC-= STRICKEN 
CROWPS WERE YET RECOVERINE 
| FROM THE SHOCK... 


|... SENT HIM STAGOERING TO | 
HI5 PEATH. 
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| THE THREE TURNEP TO JOIN THEIR TROOPS. 


A Gi THEM! 

By : - 
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THEY ARE THE 
MURPERERS! 


BUT TARABAI SENT | 
THE ELEFHANT T E 
| | LUMBERING AWAY | —— WB - 
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AS SOON AS THEY WERE INTHE | AL 
MIPST DF THEIR TROOPS— 


| THE AFGHANS FLED. CUT THE INVAPING DON'T LET THEM 
EE CURS TO BITS! ESCAPE! 


WHEN THE AFGHANS WERE 
COMPLETELY ROUTER A MESSAG 
WAS SENT TO RAI SURTAN. [7 


(“GET READY 
TO RIPE TO 


VAGA SG TREE RAD 1 
EMpUTS THE RETURA 
OF TS PRUAGT 
PRIVADO EaD 
TERRE. 


MN] OUTSIDE THODA, TARABAI AND PRITHVIRAS WERE | GARNPRO 
MIN WAITING TO RECEIVE HIM. jk 


MY DAUGHTER! 
MY SOM! THIS IS | 
THE HAPPIEST PAY | 
IN MY LIFE. 


a 


OUR BELOVED 


TARABA! ANP PRITHVIRAU gr 

LED HIM INTO À JUBILANT PRINCE ANP HIS 

Cir. PAUGHTER ARE HAPPY DAY 

— FOR THOPA! , 


o WITH US AGÁIN. 
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- “"1A5S 500N AS RAI SURTAN HAP 
mito SETTL — 
MAKE Ei Ri 


ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR THE WEPPING 
OF Paso AND 


ATTHE | / THE VALIANT 
WEPDING— PRITHVIRAU HAS Tim € | 
- CERTAINLY EARNED/ df Momigido 
HIS BRIPE. DE É 


YES! OUR 
PRINCESS PIP MELL 
TO CHOOSE HIM. HE HAS 
PROVER BEYONP DOUBT | 
THAT HE CAN TAKE CARE 
OF HER AND HER PEOPLE. 


AFTER THE WEDDING — 
PON'T GO 
AviAy TO MEWAR 
JUST YET. 
| WOULP BE 
HAPPY IF YOU 
COULP HELP ME 
ARRANGE THE 
AFFAIRS 0F My 
KINGPOM. 


WE WILL STAY, 
FATHER. 


SO THEY STAYED 
ON AT THOPA, 
HAPPY IN EACH 
OTHER'S COMPANY. 
-TO THE GREAT 
SATISFACTION OF 
FAÍ SURTAN. 


| AM RESTLESS, PEAR 
HUSBAND. | LONG FOR 
FRESH SIGHTS ANP NEW 
APVENTURES. 


LET LI GO 
TO MEWAR. 


IF YOU HELP ME 
OVERTHEOW THE 
EAHA,IGHALL GIVE 
Micasrcacacciiaçe! YOU A PORTION OF 
sadio eai 
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THE TRAITORS ROSE AGAINST RANA 
RAIMAL, PRITHVIRAJ?S FATHER: O 


MEANIYHILE 
AT MEWAR— 


E = 


L” YOUR OFFER. 
5 WORTH MY 
FULL SUPPORT. 


| BUT THE RANA'S TRODPS WERE A MERE 
HANPFUL COMPAREP TO THE HORPES 
DF THE TRAITORS. 


| THE RANA, TAKEN BY SURPRISE, MUSTERED 


THE RANA WAS ABOUT TO RETREAT WHEN- [PAR 
Pe 


FFITE CI! 


[TE AM WE ARE 
rs PRITHVIRAU |) sato NM SAVED. 
AND HIS WARRIOR  / ANS 
BRIPE, TARABAI. 


TARA BA! Was IN HER E 
e ANP ACCOMPLISHED lo | ' “o 


WONDERS ON THE 
BA T TLE FIELE. Li D. 


| CANºT BELIEVE THAT IT 
WAS THE ARM 0F A 
WOMAN THAT SENT 
ME REELING! 


“THEY HAVE 


OVER À 
THOUSAND FRESH | 


LL WHO WATCHED HER IN | eae | “TH  TRAITORS WERE 500N Z 
CTION, MARVELLED. 7 IA OVERCOMESO! - 
e LET US FLEE WHILE. 


HER PIERCING 
PARK ErES 

ARE AS FATAL As 
HER AREOWS. 


SETTLEDP POWN TOA PEMCEFUL | 
W] POMESTIC LIFE AT AHUMBALMER. 
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UT PRITHVIRAUS WAS APAMANT 
ND SET OUT ALL ALONE. 


HE REACHEP SIROHI AT 
NUDNIEHT, 


ISHALL 
SCALE THE 


PALACE WALLS. 


OH! SISTER! 
SISTERI IS THIS 
YOUR PLIGHT? 

EVEN SERVANTS 


THE SIGHT ENPAGEP PRITHVIRAS 
LBEvono contro. 
YOU SHALL DIE 
PLBHOO PÃO, YOU 
SCOUNDREL! 


VH2 WHO | 
(ARE YOU...2 


++ AND PLACE 
THEM ON YOUR 


YOU WILL PAY 
FOR THIS WITH 
YOUR LIFE; 

PRITHFIKAU. 


GO0P| HOW 
TOLCH HEK 


YOU ARE FORTUNATE 
TO HAVE SUCH À 
PEVOTED WIFE. 


YES. | AM 
SQRRY THAT | 
TRERTED HER 

50 BAPLY. 


PRITHVIRAU |5 
FONE DF SHEETS. 
A FEW POISONER 
SWEETS WILL PO 
THE TRICK. 


BUT PABHOO RAO'S REPENTANCE WAS 
NOT GENUINE. HE SEETHEP INWARPLY. 


A FEW PAYS LATER | 
| PRITHVIRAS TODK mm | | ff TARABA WILLBE | 
| LEAVE OF HIS o ||| j = ANXIOUSLY WAITING | 

SISTER ANP HER E j | ig! FOR ME. IT'S TIME | 
HUSBAND. rd “ RETURNEP HOME, 
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HERE ARESOME 
SWEETS FOR YOU TO EMT 
ON THE WAY. 


PABHDO PROPUCEP A SMALL F 
peãr | E= 


| PRITHVIRAJ WAS OVERWHELMEP EY 
| PABHOD'S GENEROSITY. 


“MUST THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR HOSPITALITY, PABHOO. 
TARMBAI WILL BE PLEASED 
TO LEARN OF THE OUTCOME 
DF MY VISIT. MAY YOU ANP 
MY SISTER LIVE HAPPILY À 
HENCEFORTH. ses 
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| ANP PRITHVIRAU RODE OFF. Fã AA 
| ; / fo. poa É 


| HOW WE MISJUPOEP PABHOO. 
HE 15 A 600P MAN ANP 
HAS TPULY REPENTEP OF 
HIS PAST BEHAVIOUR. 
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AND THE UNSUSPECTING 


Pr o PEITHVIRAU ATE À FEW 
SUPPENLY FELT Prq al PIECES. 
HUNGRY - E. 
PLL EAT A FEW 
OF THE SWEETS ANP 
TAKE THE REST TO 
TARABAI. 


AS HE REACHER THE SHRINE 
| OUTSIPE THE PALACE — 


| FEEL OPP. 
MY EVELIPS REFUSE | [CAN HARPLY 
TO REMAIN OPEN. 4 SIT STRAIGHT 


ON MY HORSE. 


/ BEFORE HE COULP PRAG 
HIMSELF ANY FURTHER,HE MAS 


| HAVE BEEN POISONER.  / 
THE TREACHEROUS FABHOO. É 
TARABAI! TARABAIF IMUST q 
REACH TAEABAI. 


pr 


AS S0ON AS TARABA! HEARP 
THE NEWS,SHE RAN OUT TO 
WHERE HER HUSBANP LAY. 


IT 15 QUE 
PRINCE! 


HE HAS 
BEEN 
POISONEP! 


b E AM tr 
“ego | ql 


HER LOVE FOR THE MAN [RD 

WHO HAD WON HER | ES Ss] OH my DEAR 
HOMELAND BACK FOR | | ias = MDA  HUSBAND! 
HER, GUSHEP FORTH [MAOS 

ANP ALMOST BROKE 

HER HEART. 


AS WAS THE CUSTOM MM 
IN THOSE PAYS, TARABAI | 
JOINED HER HUSBANP |: 
ON THE FUNERAL PYRE. 


BUT THE MEMORY OF THIS HEROIC COUPLE 
LIVES. OVER THEIR ASHES WAS CONSTRUCTER 
A SHRINE WHICH CAN BE SEEN TO THIS PA 
ON THE ROAP LEAPING TO MEWAR NEAR 
KHUMBALMER IN UPAIPUR 
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